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Common name: Pato Mergulhão, Brazilian Merganser 

Scientific name: Mergus octosetaceus 

IUCN Red List 

status: 

Critically 

Endangered 

Estimated 

number of 

mature 

individuals: 

fewer than 250 

Population 

trend: 

decreasing  

Photo credit: Ivan Sazima 

Habitat: only found in rivers/streams/creeks in the 

state of Minas Gerais, Brazil. Recorded in the early 

2000s in extremely small numbers (fewer than ten) in 

Argentina and Paraguay, where the species is most 

likely extinct.  

Habitat conditions: continuing decline in area, extent, 

and quality 

Threats: annual and perennial non-timber crops, mining 

and quarrying, hunting and trapping terrestrial animals, 

logging and woods harvesting, recreational activities, 

dams and water management/use, agricultural and 

forestry effluents 
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Conservation Actions: an awareness and educational 

program has been conducted in the region, ex-situ 

conservation is in place, and an action recovery plan 

exists, where conservation sites have been identified. 

Yet, no systematic monitoring and no invasive species 

control or prevention schemes exist, no reintroduction 

efforts, international legislation, or management 

controls have been setup.  

Last Assessed: February 2019 

Research Source: https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/

22680482/143756439  

What can you do?  

* Elect (or become) environmentally mindful leaders 

* Contact your representatives to voice your concerns 

about wildlife conservation (and peacefully protest in 

front of their homes and offices, if they do nothing) 

* Embody the “kind” in mankind by Donating some of 

your time and/or money to organizations like the IUCN 

* Buy my NFTs so I can contribute to IUCN’s efforts 

* Use and talk about your Vitorious NFTs and apparel 

to spread the word about these incredible species 

* Eat whole foods that are organic, plant-based, and 

grown in agroforestry systems instead of highly 

processed corpses and chemically-treated monocultures
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